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) 8 Pirst Thai slections in five yeara proved to ha heady experience
in democracy for Bangkok public., when vote-rigging--for which
police director general Phac was presumibly responsible--became
too blatant, crowds rioted and goverament declared "state of

emergency” 2 March.
A. Although Bangkok's 9 assembly sests hotly contested, 7 gov't
candidates wore declared viators.
B. Yoting warkesd by stuffed ballot boxes, Irsudulent tabulation:
in one 3,000-stroung precinct, 8,000 votes counted.
I, Major importsnce of affair is chance it gives Army Chisf Sarit to

Ssarit--given command of pii« for duration of emergency-~

D ‘ :Tyam of his atrengest rival, Phao.
1 \ '
|

appesrs emerging from erisis as "hero;" he reported pressing
for Phac's ouster xs scapegoat.
- garit frankly told student demonstrators that elsctions were
R  dimbouest; jovially said he wished he could join protest but
Zaared possibility of arrest az subversive if he did,
Phao nov appears under heavy cloud: reportedly stripped of
suthority and turning to bottle for consolation.
11X, Neither Thai boss, Premier Phibun, nor pro-West orieatation of
Thailsad 1ikely to suffer.
A. Subversion, Commie influsnce in demonsirations negligible,
B. ¥Proemisor Phibun, ia past, however, has sought saintain balance
power betwsen Bmrit and Phao as matitear of personal expedisncy:

restoration of such balance may prove difficult now,

Approved For Release ZOOOW-RDP79R00890A000800050015 -8
*



